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commercial and technical schools is that a candi-
date must have passed the Obersekundareife. A
similar examination is held in the middle schools
at the end of the 6 years' course and is known as
Mittlerereife.
The most important examination is the Abituri-
enten Examen (Leaving Examination), or as it
is more commonly called, Reifepriifung (Maturity
Examination), which was first established in
Prussia about 150 years ago. It is taken by the
students of the 9-year secondary schools at the
end of the full secondary course, i.e., at the age
of 19. Reif means mature or ripe and Priifung
means examination. The examination is called
Reifepriifung because those who pass it are con-
sidered to be ripe for admission to the universities
and to the commercial and technical colleges of
university rank as well as for entry into certain
forms of employment.
The Reifepriifung differs fundamentally from
the type of examinations existing in other coun-
tries. The universities have nothing to do with
this examination. Nor is it a common examina-
tion for all the high schools, as each high school
holds its own examination. The Examination
Board includes, besides the headmaster and
teachers of Oberprima, the Inspector of Schools,
who is generally the chairman, though occasion-
ally the headmaster may be authorised to act as
chairman and representative of the State. The
procedure to be followed is laid down in the
official regulations. All the members of the